cerning the public health in any place or places, and into the observance of the regulations and directions issued by them under the Act. It was provided also that the medical officer of the Privy Council? to which post Mr. Simon, the medical officer of the General Board of Health, was appointed on the dissolution of the Board?should make an annual report to the Council of the proceedings which had been taken under the Act during the previous twelve months; and that from time to time lie should report also on subjects touching the public health, or on such matters as might be referred to him.
The fifth of the annual reports which the Act thus enjoins to be made has recently been published. It is a document of unusual importance, whether it be regarded in relation to the subjects with which it is specially occupied, or in reference to previous reports and ultimate results which are likely to be obtained by the system of procedure adopted by the department. The Report is occupied with a further account of the inquiry instituted four years ago by the Privy Council into the state of public vaccination, and which has now extended over half the kingdom. It 
